22                                    INDIA-RUBBEE,
of wooden paddle1 4 or 5 feet long, dips it in the  latex,
and turns it over in the smoke, when the water evaporates,
leaving a thin layer of india-rubber.    This process is con-
tinually repeated until a " biscuit" of ten or eleven pounds
weight is formed, and this, after being removed from the
paddle by a knife cut, is ready for transport to the trading
centres.    It is understood that the use of the particular
nuts mentioned  above  is  almost confined   to  the  lower
Amazon,  wood  alone being used  in  the upper  regions.
Whether these   nuts   have   any very special   properties
beyond what are to be found in the ordinary timber of the
forest does not seem to have been definitely proved, and at
any rate the difference, if any, between the products of the
nut and the wood smoking is so small that it need not be
considered here.     The main point is that this smoking
process, which is confined to South America, yields the best
rubber in the world.    This is due, no doubt, to the inter-
action of several causes, of which the original strength of
the rubber latex is a prominent one.   There can also be
little doubt that the smoking has a beneficial action in
arresting any tendency to fermentation on the part of the
albuminous matter present.   Wood smoke, of course, con-
tains antiseptic matters which may be lumped under the title
creosote, a body which is well known as a preservative
agent.   The amount of moisture In wood and also the large
percentage of oxygen contained is conducive to the formation
of bodies like creosote and acetic acid, and it seems quite
sufficient to ascribe the antiseptic properties of the smoke to
these bodies without suggesting, as Clouth does, that the
1 The form of tMs implement so long in tise has recently undergone